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Adobe Photoshop 5 Selection Tools
and Their Shortcuts
Photoshop gives a lot of options to the editors/ artists from easy and quick selection methods 

to more of complex ones, for all types of editing needs. The Photoshop selection tools can 

select, deselect, creates intersections, and also help you select a perfect region.

Adobe Photoshop is the most heard name even by those who are not into editing or from the 

creative field. But how did this tool become so famous that it is the most common name when 

someone utters the word photo editing?

WWell the major reason for this is considered to be the usability and multiple options this tool 

provides to the editors which makes this tool a popular choice among the creative industry.

Photoshop selection tools are helping the artists, photographers, editors, and others in many 

ways and in this write-up, we will discuss various selection tools that you must be aware of 

and should have in your creative arsenal.

Sounds like something you wanted to know for a long time? Keep scrolling to explore!

Before we discuss the different types of selection tools of Photoshop, first let us understand 

what it actually means?

https://www.proglobalbusinesssolutions.com/what-is-photo-editing/
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What are selection tools in Photoshop?

In Photoshop, selection tools 

are used to create an 

enclosed area within which 

the tools and effects can be 

used. This selection tools are 

present in the Photoshop 

toolbar.

DenoDenoted as dashed lines also 

called as ‘Marching Ants’, the selection area is very helpful in giving a different effect to a 

particular section leaving the rest in the natural state.

Now it’s time to discuss the diverse selection tools available in Photoshop and their usage.

5 Selection Tools In Photoshop and their Usage

1. Marquee Tools

Marquee selection tool is a basic Photoshop tool 

that is used for simple and quick selections in 

different shapes. It helps in selecting layers of a 

photo to copy-paste objects from it, remove 

backgrounds, and edit certain areas of the photo 

without affecting the others.

Marquee selection tool is a combination of four main tools that you’ll find in the Tools panel: 

 Rectangular marquee tool is used to select a rectangular part of an image. This default 

tool also has options to edit features like style and more. To get a square-shaped selection 

on an image, press shift while using this tool.

For the Rectangular Marquee Tool, the shortcut key is M

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bDmSB2UxKtw&t=1s
https://helpx.adobe.com/in/photoshop/using/selecting-marquee-tools.html
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 Elliptical marquee tool helps make selections in circles. To make a perfect circular 

selection, hold shift while selecting the area. To get a circle-shaped selection on an image, 

press shift while using this tool.

Hint: Press Alt to start selecting from the center of your click.

 Single row marquee tool allows one-pixel-wide horizontal selection in Photoshop and 

helps creators’ do a little bit of cutting from the pictures.

 Single column marquee tool allows one-pixel-wide vertical selection and is similar to the 

one mentioned above.

The method for using these tools is very simple. Go to the Toolbar on the left side of 

Photoshop → select a rectangle-shaped icon → left-click or drag around the image area you 

want to select → start applying alterations by clicking Image > Adjustments.

For additional selection, click Add from the options bar, or just click shift and drag. To reduce 

the selection, press Subtract from the options, or click Option (Mac) or Alt (Windows) and 

drag.

TTo change the shape of the selection, click the marquee tool from the toolbar → select the 

type from the drop-down window.

Shortcut to modify selection: Press Shift + M.

You can also cut out images and shapes from a photo by holding and moving the mouse over 

the area you want as a separate image. Once done, you can copy the selection.

Shortcut to copy: Apple + C (Mac) or CTRL + C (Windows).

If you’re working on multiple layers, you’ll need to copy all of them.

Shortcut to copy all: Apple + Shift + C (Mac) or CTRL + Shift + C (Windows).Shortcut to copy all: Apple + Shift + C (Mac) or CTRL + Shift + C (Windows).

If you want to deselect or select again, just left-click or drag again. You also have options to 

undo selections at the end. Simply click Select → Deselect or use.

Shortcut to deselect: Press Command + D (Mac) or Control + D (Windows).
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2. Lasso Tools

Lasso tools allow users to make free-hand 

selections, allowing them to simply drag and select a 

specific portion of an image in free-flow with no set 

shapes. You can select the this tool in Photoshop by 

selecting Lasso Tools in the Toolbox.

This one is considered to be the easiest tool of all

the selection tools in Photoshop and here’s why: just click Lasso Tools to choose a starting 

point → move your cursor in the shape you want to select in an item → click once again 

where the angle changes. Repeat until you’ve completely outlined the whole shape.

Shortcut: Just press L and right-click to start moving around to select.

You can manually select from the following three different types of Lasso tools in Photoshop 

or shift between them.

Shortcut to shift: Shift + L.

 Standard Lasso Tool:

Standard Lasso Tool is considered a freehand drawing tool that helps in refining the 

selection in Photoshop. It’s used for four main services:

 Step 1: Select a particular part or pixel from the picture to be edited.

 Step 2: Add more pixels to the selection.

 Step 3: Subtract unwanted pixels from the selection.

 Step 4: Select two loops that are intersecting.

 Polygonal Lasso Tool: This tool is used for a straight edge-based selection, as it provides 

a map sort of selection. Where your cursor moves, it creates pointers till you reach the 

starting point.

 Magnetic Lasso Tool: Magnetic Lasso Tool helps even beginners who don’t have a steady 

grip while creating a selection in the picture. While using this tool, it attaches small 

anchor-like pointers to the selection, making the selection process even easier for the 

editors.

https://helpx.adobe.com/photoshop/using/selecting-lasso-tools.html
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Some additional options in this tool are:

 Width: Shows the distance between the cursor and the edge.

 Frequency: Controls the pointers drawn by the magnetic tool.

 Edge Contrast: Manages the contrast between pixels.

YYou can start with a new selection by selecting the New option from the Options bar. To add 

a new selection to an existing one, choose Add To option. Select Subtract From to remove a 

selection. To make an intersection with an already existing selection, click Intersect With.

If freehand selection is not your first choice, worry not! You can also try selecting 

straight-edged segments by pressing Option (Mac) or Alt (Windows) → click the needed 

starting and ending point of the segment.

SStop using the mouse without clicking Option or Alt to close the selection border. To delete 

your recent straight selections, keep pressing Delete.

Remember that deleting is different from deselecting. While the former is focused only on 

certain parts of a selection, the latter addresses undoing the entire process. To do it manually, 

you can go to the Select menu at the top → click Deselect. Or just click anywhere on the 

document with the Lasso tool because it’s that easy.

Shortcut to deselect or delete: Command + D (Mac) or Ctrl + D (Windows).

3. Object Selection Tool

Object selection tool is an effective tool that allows 

manual or automatic selection of objects from a 

particular region in an image. However, note that it 

works best when the photo is clearly defined with 

the right amount of contrast.

https://helpx.adobe.com/in/photoshop/using/making-quick-selections.html
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4. Quick Selection Tool

Quick selection tool in Photoshop helps you quickly 

select an area or an image and is the best choice for 

a broader selection. It’s very easy to find this tool in 

Photoshop because it’s right there on the tool panel 

(left side of your screen). It’s the fourth option below 

the lasso tool and looks like a paintbrush painting a 

square-shaped dotted line at its tip.

Shortcut to call: W

To select and adjust using the quick selection tool, here’s what you need to do: go to the Tool 

panel → select Quick selection tool → Options bar → add a checkmark to the Auto-Enhance 

option → select an area using Click and drag option → the tool automatically chooses the 

same shades and stops after finding the image edges.

AAdding a selection using the quick selection tool will happen by default, so just use it 

normally. When it comes to reducing it, you have a method. Here are some simple ways to 

accomplish both.

Shortcut to add: Press Shift and paint.

Shortcut to subtract: Press Option (Mac) or Alt (Windows) and select the area you want to 

remove.

QuickQuick selection tool in Adobe Photoshop helps you remove backgrounds smoothly. To 

manually select it, go to the Menubar → choose Help from Photoshop → click the Discover 

panel → select Remove background from the Browse > Quick Actions menu.

Unlike the magic wand tool, the quick selection tool has no option to adjust the numerical 

tolerance that helps increase or decrease the luminosity of a color. Anyways, you can try the 

trick of option-click. Use it with the tool on the image areas you never want to select. This will 

help teach the tool to be more accurate.

https://www.proglobalbusinesssolutions.com/quick-selection-tool-photoshop/
https://helpx.adobe.com/in/photoshop/how-to/use-quick-selection-tool.html#:~:text=Make%20a%20selection%20with%20the,when%20it%20finds%20image%20edges.
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Another aspect to focus on for precise selection is the way to refine the edges of your 

selection in Photoshop. It’s only a click away, as you just have to use the “refine edge” button 

and make the changes. You can also use anti-aliasing to soften the transition of colors in the 

edges and background. This feathering technique will help soften the edges in Photoshop.

You have to edit your brush size, hardness, and roundness to sharpen the quick selection tool 

in Photoshop. So, go to Brush options → adjust the configurations for accurate selection.

ShortcutShortcut to adjust the brush: Click Command + Option + Click (Mac) or Ctrl + Alt + 

Right-click (Windows), and move your mouse up to soften the brush and down to harden it.

For more accuracy, you can also adjust the size of your cursor.

Shortcut for small cursor: Press “[” key

Shortcut for big cursor: Press “]” key

IfIf you want to rotate after quick selection in Adobe Photoshop, then follow these steps. Select 

the layer to edit → click Transform > Edit → select Rotate. Click and drag the image’s corners 

to rotate. Press “Enter” to fix the changes.

Shortcut to transform: “Command + T (Mac)” or “Ctrl + T (Windows)”.

AlsoAlso note that you can resize the quick selection in Photoshop. Finish your selection → take 

the mouse to its edge to get the Resize cursor → click and drag in and out to make it smaller 

or bigger. Or click Edit > Free Transform from the menu → use the box around the selection 

to resize.

If the quick selection tool in Photoshop is not working, you must follow a few steps to resolve 

the issue. Enable the tool in the toolbar → click the icon to try using the tool if it isn’t there � 

If it does not work, try to reset the tool’s options.

DoDo not panic if your quick selection tool is missing from the toolbar. First, select Edit>Toolbar 

→ Customize Toolbar dialog → check Extra tool list present in the right column, and drag it 

to the toolbar list.
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If deleting a selection in Photoshop using the quick selection tool is what you’re stuck with, 

then here’s the process: select the right layer where the selection you need to delete is → pick 

the Eraser tool from the Tools panel → drag it over the area you want to erase.

So, to delete, deselect, exit, or undo the quick selection tool in Photoshop, use this 

keyboard shortcut: “Command + D (Mac)” or “Ctrl + D (Windows)”.

Useful Link: Complete Guide on Using Photoshop Quick Selection Tool

5. Magic Wand Tool

Magic wand tool is a tool in Photoshop that helps to 

make selections based on color. Choose any shade 

in the picture; this tool will automatically identify 

similar colors. As the name suggests, it uses 

machine learning to try and automatically select the 

object you click. Magic isn’t?

Where can you get this tool? It’s right on the toolbar. Sometimes, when you can’t find the tool, 

don’t worry. Try clicking the quick selection tool, and you’ll have the magic wand tool inside it.

Shortcut to open: W.

Here’s how you can select with this tool: go to the Toolbar → select the Magic wand tool → 

make sure the layer you want to select is active → click where you want a nebw selection → a 

new selection will appear.

TTo eliminate a selection, go to the Optionbar → click Subtract to remove areas from the 

selection.

If you have not selected properly, you can deselect using the following alternative method:

Shortcut to deselect: “Command+D (Mac)” or “Ctrl+ D (Windows)”.

https://www.proglobalbusinesssolutions.com/quick-selection-tool-photoshop/
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To alter your current selection, that is to select the unselected part and unselect the selected 

part, go for the invert option. Right-click on your selection → click Invert option. This is best 

applicable for objects present with a solid color as its background.

Shortcut for invert: Command + Shift + I (Mac) or Ctrl + Shift + I (Windows).

You can use the Tolerance option present in the top panel, as this helps control the number 

of similar tones selected in a selection. The higher the tolerance level, the more colors will be 

present in a selection. With the default value of 25, this option can be extended up to 255.

TTo use it, deselect the existing selection → adjust Tolerance configuration → start selecting 

again

Useful Link: How To Remove Image Background with Photoshop Magic Wand Tool

Useful Tip
Selection tools in Photoshop are generally found on the left side of the Tools panel. If you can’t 

find the selection tools on the left side, go to Edit > Toolbar. A dialogue box with toolbar 

customization options will appear. Select the missing tools from the notice box’s right side to 

the left side and click the “done” button.

Check this video guide.

Conclusion
Photoshop is a dynamic tool that has become an eminent part of the editing industry and is 

benefitting both photo editors as well as photo editing service providers.

This sums up the topic of Photoshop Selection tools and we hope our knowledge sharing has 

helped in clearing the topic to you quite well!

Contact Us

https://www.proglobalbusinesssolutions.com/magic-wand-tool/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XTdyBSM0Wcg
https://www.proglobalbusinesssolutions.com/photo-editing-services-companies-for-photographers/
https://www.proglobalbusinesssolutions.com/contact-us/

